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Finley, James F., C.S.P. Doubleday-Hanover House 
JAMES GILLIS, PAULIST £3.95 


This is a biography of the noted Paulist preacher, lecturer and editor who 
died last year after a long, fruitful apostolate, during which he was for twenty-six 
years the editor of the Catholic World and the author of a widely syndicated column 
entitled Sursum Corda. All during the twenties, thirties and forties, Father Gillis 
wrote and lectured continually, forcefully attacking what he called "False Prophets”. 
His stirring words against Mussolini, Hitler and Stalin, as well as his strong stand 
against American intervention in World War II and his opposition to President 
Roosevelt made deep impressions upon his Catholic, and sometimes his non-Catholic 
readers and listeners. The present work is based largely upon recollections of the 
brother and sister of Father Gillis, who are still alive, and upon those of his 
closest friend. Although the biography is written in a rather exuberant and laudatory 
way, its author gives evidence of great objectivity in the final analysis as he 
balances the defects and excesses of his subject against his virtues and gives us a 
picture of a highly gifted individual, endowed with true apostolic zeal, but ever 
having to fight the negative tendencies of his own temperament. It is a portrait of 
an admirable Catholic, a true priest and a true patriot. There should be a large 
market for it among the many Catholic readers and listeners Father Gillis had, whether 
they always agreed with his ethico-political views or not. Imprimatur. (10/16. Le: 
58-12042 ) 


Thomas, John L., S.J. Doubleday-Hanover House 
THE CATHOLIC VIEWPOINT ON MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY —» $350 


Another in the Catholic Viewpoint series, the present volume presents an 
accurate, comprehensive explanation of Catholic teaching and practice concerning sex, 
marriage and the family. Emphasis is upon the reasons of a philosophical and theolo- 
gical nature upon which the Catholic viewpoint is based. The entire discussion is 
carried on against the background of the present American sociological situation, in 
which the Catholic minority group has an approach to matters relating to marriage and 
the family that is totally at variance with the ways of thinking and acting in these 
areas upheld by so many of their fellow citizens. Artificial birth control, abortion 
and divorce are only some of the topics about which Catholics have a very different 
view from that of many of their fellow Americans. The author aims, among other things, 
to foster a spirit of tolerance in our pluralist society, which can only be based upon 
intelligent and accurate comprehension of differing viewpoints and the reasons sup- 
porting them. Misunderstanding of the Catholic position often seems as widespread as 
opposition to it. To prevent such misunderstanding, at least, the present work is 
eminently suited. It is a book for public and school libraries and for those non- 
Catholics interested in obtaining accurate information in the interest of tolerance 
in American society and those Catholics who may not be clear themselves about the 
reasons for the Church's teachings in the areas of sex, marriage and the family. 
Imprimatur. (10/2. LC:58-11326) 
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la Farge, John Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
AN AMERICAN AMEN $4.00 


* Father La Farge, associate editor of the Jesuit weekly, America, and scion of © 
@ Rhode Island family, gifted and well-known in the American arts, follows up his unique 
and successful autobiography, The Manner is Ordinary (Harcourt, Brace-1953) with this 
statement of his creed as citizen, priest and intellectual. The book is a series of sober 
reflections on the meaning and scope of intelligent patriotism, the concept of the respon- 
sibility of the individual to himself and the duty to humanity of the intellectual class 
in this year of 1958. Father La Farge describes himself, at seventy two, as one in the 
evening of life who, by virtue of his life's work, has certain well-considered conclusions 
that will benefit the American reader. Central among his interests is the race question, 
on which his long years of work in the coloured South qualifies him to speak authentically. 
He offers here a highly readable and thought-provoking book. (Publ. LC: 58-12483) 


Walsh, Bishop James Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
THE YOUNG ONES $3.50 


Bishop Walsh of Maryknoll, who is still in Shanghai, offers the reader a series 
of vignettes taken from the life of the Christian youth of China in the days before the 
Communist persecution set in. Poignant or humorous anecdotes are told in a gentle and 
loving way, reflecting the simplicity, goodness and familial devotion of the Chinese to 
whom the Bishop has dedicated his entire life. Those who desire a clear picture of the 
true nature of the ordinary Chinese people will be partially satisfied in their desire 
by reading the present work. (Publ. LC: 58-12130) 


Daniel-Rops, Henri Hawthorn 
WHAT IS THE BIBLE? $2.95 rs 

The first volume in the order of publication (Volume 60 in the entire corpus) 

of The Twentieth Century Encyclopedia of Catholicism, the editor-in-chief of which is the 

author of the present volume, this work may be described as an adult introductory text- 

book on the Bible, although its style is by no means “text-bookish". In short compass 

(128 pages), the distinguished French Academician who is the author of this book has pre- 

sented 8 wealth of information and no small share of inspirational material about both the 

Old and the New Testaments in a manner noteworthy for its extreme clarity and intelligent 

order. A list of chapter-headings should indicate the scope - The Bible, The Book of 

Books, From the Spoken Word to our Bibles, The Canon of the Two Testaments, The Book in 

Which God Speaks, The Book Delivered to Man, The Bible and History, The Book of the Acts 

of God, The Old Testament, The Book of Preparation, The New Testament, The Book of Revela- 

tion, The "Mystic Mill" and The Senses of the Bible, The Book of Man, Too, The Hunger To 

Hear The Word of God. A select bibliography is appended. A scholarly and exceptional 

book, it should be on the shelves of public and school libraries and should serve as a 

handy introduction or refresher for all who are interested in the Bible itself, as well 

as the history and critical problems related to it. Jmprimatur. (Publ. IC: 58-11591). 


Joly, Eugene Hawthorn 
. WHAT IS FAITH? $2.95 


This is the second volume in the order of publication (Volume 6 in the whole) 
of The Twentiety Century Encyclopedia of Catholicism. It maintains the same standard of 
excellence that is to be found in the first volume reviewed above. It aims not only to 
explain clearly the nature of faith as conceived in Catholic teaching, but also to point 
out the normal and emotional obstacles to acceptance of the gift of faith when it may be © 
offered. It is addressed to those who find themselves enmeshed in the atheism of our 
modern intellectual atmosphere and also to those who question the faith in which they 
have been reared. Sometimes the concepts and terms employed by the author, one feels, 
will be more readily understood by the latter than by the former group. On the whole, 
however, the approach is concrete and existential rather than strictly conceptual, and 
the author shows complete intellectual awareness and honesty in dealing with modern man's 
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difficulties about faith, especially faith in the Catholic Church. Some of the 
chapter-headings will serve to indicate the general character of the work:- Faith 
Is An Engagement, Faith Is An Encounter, Religious Experience, The Meaning of 
Contemporary Atheism, Faith And Intelligence, The Objections Based On The Multi- 
plicity of Religions, Salvation Outside the Church, The Definition of Faith, We 
Believe in Love. Highly recommended to all for whom the author has indicated he 
intended it, it should also be read by those whose task is apologetics, and as a 
part of the Encyclopedia of Catholicism, it should be on the shelves of public and 
school libraries. Imprimatur. ne LC: 58-11592 ) 


Reynolds, E.E.E. Kenedy 
THREE CARDINALS: Newman, Manning, Wiseman $5-50 


This must be counted in some degree a disappointing book. The dramatic 
potentialities of the subject -- a comparative study of the three principal archi- 
tects of the nineteenth-century Catholic Revival in England -- are great. The author 
regrettably does not entirely rise to his opportunities. The book, which acknow- 
ledges its debt to published sources and not new research, scarcely goes beyond 
collating the known data of the three careers. Given that the theme is fascinating 
and the work accurate, full and painstaking, its handling is flat and often unimagi- 
native. The prose is without the inspiration and verve we expect from English writers 
of stature. Its value lies in its solid informational quality. (LC:58-10991) 


Watkin, Dom Aelred Kenedy 
_ THE ENEMIES OF LOVE $3.00 


This is a short theological and phenomenological study of romantic love, 
which is often a prelude to and an ingredient of marriage, and of the attitudes and 
habits of anxiety, sense of insecurity, jealousy, possessiveness, self-indulgence and 
false romance, which are so frequently mingled with romantic love and are its worst 
enemies. Contrary to many theologians and philosophers who tend to disparage romantic 
love, the present author analyzes it beautifully and demonstrates its real value. The 
entire discussion of the "enemies of love” is conducted on a concrete level and the 
author's insights and recommendations in their regard are eminently incisive and 
practical. The purification and redemption of romantic love are seen as the ideal, 
not its rejection as something too natural to be supernaturalized or too sensitive in 
character to be worthy of an intelligent being. A book with applications for all, it 
is to be recommended especially to those contemplating marriage and to those already 
in that state. The author is a Benedictine monk and the son of the noted English 
Catholic philosopher, E.I. Watkin. Judging from this book, the father's intelligence, 
depth and humanity has certainly "rubbed off" onto the son. Imprimatur. ( Publ.LC:58-10520) 


Williams, Michael & Kernan, Julia Kenedy 
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN ACTION $5.75 


* This is a book that every public and school library should have on its shelves. 
Completely revised and brought up to date by Zsolt Aradi, it provides the reader with 
clear, well-ordered and comprehensive information about the large and complex organi- 
zation of the Roman Catholic Church in Rome and throughout the world. The organiza- 
tional structure is outlined against an historical and geographical background and de- 
tails of administration are illustrated by appropriate examples taken from actual 
instances. The Vatican, the papacy, the papal court, the cardinals, the Roman congre- 
gations, tribunals and offices, papal commissions and the papal diplomatic service are 
clearly described structurally and functionally in the first part of the book. The 
hierarchy, the parish, the missions, the Eastern Church, religious orders, Cathoiic 
education, the liturgy and Catholic lay action are depicted in the second part. Among 
the new features are certain facts of the life of Pius XI, the facts and policies of 
the pontificate of Pius XII, changes in the last twenty years in the Roman Curia and 
the: diplomatic service, an entire new chapter entitled, "The Church in Communist~domina- 
ted Countries", an account of the new Secular Institutes and an explanation of changes 
in the liturgy, the conditions of Catholic Action and policies and methods Chahta. to 
social. problems. Bibliography and index. (10/23) 








Religious Books- Catholic October 1, 1958 


Woods, Ralph L.-é£d. Lippincott 
THE CATHOLIC CONCEPT OF LOVE AND MARRIAGE $3.95 


Compiled and edited by one whose competence has been proven before, this is rd) 
an anthology whose complete description reads, The Catholic Concept of Love and Marriage, 
As Explored and Explained in Moving and Searching Writings by Prominent Contemporaries 
and Famous Earlier Catholics. It is divided into four main sections, Love and Marriage, 
Husband and Wife, Parents and Children, The Family. Excerpts from writings of the modern 
period predominate. Special attention is focussed upon papal pronouncements concerning 
the nature of love, marriage and the family and the clear duties devolving upon the 
parties involved in these relationships from both the rational and Christian points of 
view. On the whole the passages excerpted are more notable for their clarity and philo- 
sophical and theological soundness than for beauty. They serve well to stress the con- 
tinuity of the Church's teaching on the doctrinal and moral aspects of love and marriage, 
while at the same time emphasize its relevance to the problems of modern society in con- 
nection with the relationship between man and woman, husband and wife, parent and child. 
There is a comprehensiveness and balance manifested in the selections quoted that meet 
the need of clarification with regard to so many points on which Catholic teaching on 
love and marriage is presently widely misunderstood. (Publ. LC: 58-11125). 


Sheen, Bishop Fulton J. McGraw-Hill 
LIFE OF CHRIST $6.50 


In the present volume, Bishop Sheen undertakes to tell a continuous story of 
the life of Christ, from the Annunciation to the Ascension and the beginnings of the 
Church at Pentecost, following closely the sequence and account to be found in the Gos- 
pels, but using his own literary gifts to enliven the narration for the average public 
and his own reflections and sacred and profane learning to elucidate its meaning, move 
the heart and counter anti-religious doubts and objections. The Bishop's ability to 
tell a story and to teach religious and moral truths with the help of vivid simile: and 
illustrations is well known, as is also his ability to engender enthusiasm for his sub- 
ject in his readers. Here again he uses all the talents at his command, but let it be 
said that appropriately in this instance he has ot employed certain dubious techniques 
of rhetoric, oversimplification and exaggerated sentiment with which he sometimes "over- 
popularizes" his approach to a subject. JImprimatur. (10/20. LC: 58-13889). 


Lepp, Ignace i Sheed & Ward 
FROM KARL MARX TO JESUS CHRIST $3.75 


This book is very different from the sort of work that is generally written 
by a man who has given up Communism and become converted to Christianity. It is neither 
@ sensational expose, an exercise in loud breast-beating, nor an abstract exposition and 
refutation of Marxism and Communism. Instead, it is a deeply personal, yet very objec- 
tive account of the psychological and spiritual reasons that led the author to join the 
Communist party in France, become an active leader in the Communist movement and then 
gradually, under the impact of what he actually saw of Communism in action and through 
other psychological and spiritual influences that began to work upon him as he matured 
as & man and a thinker, to become a Catholic and eventually a priest. There is a good 
bit of Communism and of Catholicism in this book, but always in terms of the author's 
own life and witnessing. The approach is thoroughly existential and Christian. Cathol- 
icism is appreciated by the author as a fulfillment of the noble aspirations that, along 
with hidden psychological motivations of a negative character, attracted him to Communism 
in the first place, although he now discerns the impossibility of the realization of those 
aspirations on the basis of Marxist materialism. As a personal history and as an om 
study of the mind of young intellectuals who find themselves sincerely attracted to Com- 
munism for noble reasons and just as sincerely disillusioned by it if they mature, this 
book is highly ~ecommended to all intelligent and sensitive readers. JImprimatur. 
(Publ. LC: 57-10182). 
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Non-Catholic Books 
Reviewed by Dr. Kenneth D. Miller & Dr. Roscoe T. Foust 


Bokser, Ben Zion Abelard -Schuman 
THE GIFT OF LIFE $3.50 


This small book of meditation and inspiration is intended primarily for 
use by Jewish readers. It is a collection of short pieces arranged in three groups 
under such topics as "The Gift of Life", "The Way to Happiness", "God's Plan", “We 
Can Choose Ourselves", and "The Measure of Man". He deals too withsuch subjects as 
"My Life Is Not My Own", "Are Marriages Made in Heaven?" "Is Sex Sinful?", “Life's 
Larger Goals", "The Passage to Maturity", and "Man's Essential Nobility". These and 
many other insights on man's relation to himself, to others and to God are set forth 
simply and directly - and all on a high level of ethical morality. Perhaps too many 
of these meditations take the form of stating the truth to be stressed, leading to the 
conclusion "Theref>re let us do so and so". The author has too strong a conviction 
about the capacity of the average man to help himself so readily, but the book should 
prove to be of considerable inspiration for those who are seeking reassurance in day 
by day living. (Publ. LC:58-6038) 


Drazin, Nathan Abelard -Schuman 
MARRIAGE MADE IN HEAVEN $3.50 


Rabbi Nathan Drozin here shares with his readers the conclusions he has 
reached through years of marriage counseling. He attempts to show why Jewish mar- 
riages in past generations were generally successful and happy, and why in present 
times the condition is changed. He quotes freely from ancient Jewish writings to up- 
hold the ideal of marriage as God's plan for man's happiness on earth, but he is quite 
at home among the stresses and strains which threaten marriage today, and has a keen 
awareness of what medicine and psychiatry are contributing to help the situation. It 
may seem to some readers that Rabbi Drozin puts too much emphasis on physical sexual 
satisfaction as the basis of happy marriage, with advice that is almost clinical on 
how to improve physical harmony, but this he does deliberately to dispel much pre- 
judice and mis-information which continue to cloud the situation. The book makes 4 
definite and helpful contribution to the growing volume of literature on this vital 
subject. (Publ. LC:58-5839) 


Crowell, Grace Noll Abingdon 
PROOFS OF HIS PRESENCE $1.50 
DR For years Grace Noll Crowell has been writing meditations and poems of a 


devotional nature. Many of them have been published in book form; perhaps even more 
in popular magazines. Accordingly, she has a loyal group of readers who have found 
her messages comforting and uplifting. The present volume of nineteen meditations 
based on post-resurrection experiences of the presence of Christ are partly cast in 
poetic form, partly in prose. Mrs. Crowell has a gift for the felicitous phrase, the 
poetic expression. However, many will find her writing too sentimental and her mode 
of expressing Christian truth too conventional to be inspiring. (10/6.LC:58-10455) 


Foote, Gaston : Abingdon 
THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE TWELVE $2.00 


Twelve stimulating and fast moving stories in which imagination liberally 
supplements skimpy Biblical material to suggest how the twelve disciples became the 
men they were with no better material to work with than the natural endowment they 
had when they met Jesus. But that meeting made all the difference. The chapter titles 
indicate the measure of this difference: e. g. "Peter, from Pebbles to Rock", “John, 
from Temper to Tenderness", "Philip, from Inquiry to Insight", "Thomas, from Doubt to 
Dedication", “Paul, from Murderer to Missionary", "Judas, from Resentment to Ruin”. 

The reader should not let Dr. Gaston Foote's artful alliteration put him off. There 
is much valuable insight here for both laymen and clergymen. (10/5. LC:58-10457) 
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Harrell, Coster J. Abingdon 
I BELIEVE IN GOD $1.25 


Every man who believes strongly in God is worth attention when he tries to 
make clear the reasons for the faith that is in him. Coster J. Harrell is convinced 
that the fact of God is undeniable and inescapable; and he proceeds to tell his readers 
why. Nature speaks to him of God, and so does human nature, but God is found supremely 
in Christ. In fact, he affirms in some detail and with the warmth of sincere convic- 
tion, that the evidences of God are overwhelming and final. And man may live in con- 
scious and saving fellowship with the eternal God by the approach to life and God that 
the Bible calls faith, a faith that is both commitment and assurance. This would make 
a fine gift for young people who may be helped by simple truths persuasively expressed. 
The orientation is definitely Protestant. (Publ. LC: 58-5397). 


Ikerman, Ruth C. Abingdon 
DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS FOR THE CHANGING SEASONS | $2.00 


Anyone who has had to sit through a meeting of a women's organization in a 
church and listen to a member assigned to “lead in devotions" stumble through her un- 
welcomed task will realize how helpful a book such as this could be. There are forty 
devotional programs to choose from, each including a suggested Scripture passage, a 
simple meditation and a closing prayer. The meditations are well written with many 
telling illustrations. If devotional leaders would use them as suggestive material 
and not just read them, that part of the programs in the women's groups in our Pro- 
testant churches would be greatly improved. (10/6. LC: 58-1059). 


Laymon, Charles M. Abingdon 
CHRIST IN THE NEW TESTAMENT $4.00 


As men understand more of history and of themselves they are seeing Christ 
in ever widening perspective and deepening significance. So there is always room and 
need for another book on the centrality of Christ in Christian thought and experience. 
Dr. Chas. Laymon has written a very good and useful one. He has set for himself the 
task of portraying Christ throughout the New Testament as a whole and in doing so 
underscoring the continuity and unity of its witness from beginning to end, while also 
recognizing the diversity of emphases and perspective from book to book. For all their 
variety the biblical documents which comprise both the Old and New Testaments are all 
basically concerned with the same self-revelation of God in Creation and Redemption. 
This book is admirably suited to students who already possess a background 6f New 
Testament study. Those who want to go deeper into New Testament Christology will find 
the or gnnne hy bibliography most helpful in its thorough coverage of the field. (Publ. 
LC: 56-9520). 


Le Fevre, Perry Abingdon 
THE CHRISTIAN TEACHER $2.75 


The author, Dr. Perry Le Fevre, is moved to write this significant book be- 
cause of the renaissance of religion in American higher education in the past quarter 
century. Its chapters are talks to Christian teachers as they face their teaching task 
in this changed and challenging situation. He is concerned with helping to answer two 
questions: "What are the Christian teachers' concerns in higher education?" and "What 
difference does it make in an individual's teaching if he takes both his teaching and 
his Christian faith seriously?" The distinguishing mark of the Christian teacher is 
bis sense of calling. He is to exercise that calling within a particular profession. 
Some of the ways to do this within the various academic disciplines and relationships 
make this book a most necessary one for all who teach or administer in colleges and 
universities as convinced Christians. (10/16. LC: 58-10460). 
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Paradis, Grace D. & Adrian A. Abingdon 
GROW IN GRACE | $2.00 


DR * Here two parents share with others the results of their experience in 
developing a type of daily family devotional service that would interest their . 
children, and therefore others as well. They looked for regularly published devo- 
tional material but could find none suitable to their needs, so they wrote their 

own, covering such topics as "God's Wonderful World", “Home and Family", “Character 
Building", "Special Days", and "Great Christians". Each devotion starts with a Bible 
reference which establishes the authority for the subsequent material and discussion. 
There is story material to be read aloud, which points up the theme or moral of the 
Bible reference. The service is concluded with an appropriate prayer, after which 

a brief period of pertinent discussion is suggested. There is always need for a 
book such as this by those who are increasingly convinced of the value-of family 
prayer. (Publ. LC:58-9522) 


Pearson, Roy M. . Abingdon 
SEEKING AND FINDING GOD $2.00 
DR Books of directed meditation and prayer are numerous, but new ones are 


always welcome to those who use devotional aids in seeking and finding God. This 
one compiled by Roy Pearson, of the faculty of Andover-Newton Theological Seminary, 
is designed for use on forty consecutive days, and not necessarily the days of Lent. 
Each begins with a Scripture reading (not just a reference back to the Bible), 
followed by a paragraph of thoughts for meditation suggested by the selected reading, 
and concluding with an appropriate prayer summing it all up and offering it all to 
God. The subjects are fresh and imaginative (such as "Love Yourself", "Seeing 


‘fomorrow Today", "God Meant it for Good", "On Being Related to Jesus", etc.) The 


author calls these devotions "windows on God". The reader who will look through 
them is bound to see God more clearly. (Publ. LC:58-9523) 


Robertson, Josephine R. Abingdon 
NEW PRAYERS FOR A WOMAN'S DAY $1.00 
DR There is a steady stream of, and presumably a steady demand for, still 


more books of personal prayers. One might well imagine that new concerns and objects 
of prayer might long since have been exhausted, along with all the possible combina- 
tions of words by which the aspirations and longings of the human spirit can be 
expressed. But the sensitive mind and heart of Mrs. Robertson finds still more oc- 
casions of prayer and the right words by which these prayers may be phrased and 
offered. Almost everything with which a woman is concerned in her daily life may 
be an occasion of prayer, such as "For a mother opening a report card", “For moving 
day", or "When the mailbox is empty”. Many women and men also will find this 
treasury of prayer a blessing. (10/6. LC:58-10461) 
[ 
Sangster, Wm. E. Abingdon 
POWER IN PREACHING $2.25 


* A series of lectures to young preachers by one who speaks with authority 
and long experience, and has a world wide reputation as one of England's most out- 
standing divines. They were given at Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas. 
Dr. Sangster is not directly concerned with the techniques of sermon-making, nor the 
deep spiritualities of the preacher's calling. These are vitally important. But 
the task he has set for himself is that of the ceaseless vigilance involved in 
keeping intact within the soul the citadel of faith both in the gospel itself and in 
preaching God's supreme method in its proclamation. His directions are--believe in 
it, work at it, make it plain, make it practical, glow over it, and steep it in 
prayer. Protestant preachers will find this a great antidote for tired preaching. 
(10/8. LC:58-10462) 
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Scott, Ernest F. Abingdon 
I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT $1.25 


The doctrine of the Holy Spirit is one of the most important but the most © 
vaguely understood of all the articles of the Christian creed, says Ernest F. Scott. 
But we cannot leave the Spirit out of our religion, for it is the very root out of 
which religion has grown. Man first comes into conscious awareness of God as Spirit, 
and gradually comes to know that the Spirit imparts to man God's life-giving power. 
Jesus lived by the Spirit, and the apostles came to know the Spirit as God within them. 
In this Spirit man lives, moves, has his being, does his daily work and worships God. 
For the Protesiant layman, this small book should prove to be a big help in making the 
Holy coed al comprehensible and therefore more effective in his life. (Publ. 
LC: 50-9524). 


Sizoo, Joseph R. Abingdon 
I BELIEVE IN THE BIBLE $1.25 
* One who holds his faith so strongly, persuasively and winsomely as Dr. Joseph 
R. Sizoo, now Professor of Religion at George Washington University, Washington, D.C., 
will command a respectful and enthusiastic reading. Already well known for his preach- 
ing, lecturing, teaching and his many earlier books, he tells here how a modern Christian 
may be a Bible Christian without disregarding the insights of modern scholarship or ex- 
plaining away the seeming discrepancies and contradictions necessarily inherent in any- 
thing which reaches men through other men. In the Bible God is supremely revealed in 
Christ, reconciling the ways of God to men, and interceding for men as their friend and 
Savior. This record is clear, and can be trusted, for it is the story of God who loves 
man, and will not let him go. (Publ. IC: 58-9525). 


Wallis, Charles L.-£d. Abingdon _ 
NOTABLE SERMONS FROM PROTESTANT PULPITS $2.95 


It is often said that the days of great preaching are gone forever. In the 
sense that there are few pulpit giants to dominate the pulpits of the Protestant Churches, 
that is probably true. But judging from these specimen sermons which Charles Wallis has 
again brought together, on invitation, from representative clergymen of America, there 
is indeed some very notable preaching being heard these days. Here are to be found not 
only the names of those already widely and favorably known for the consistent high quality 
of their preaching,-- John Sutherland Bonnell, Albert Edward Day, Theodore Parker Ferris, 
Gerald Kennedy, Harold Cooke Phillips, Ralph Sockman, and Joseph Sizoo, but other younger 
men who will command an increasingly wide hearing year by year. They will doubtless be 
found contributing to other volumes edited by Mr. Wallis. Sermons are meant to be heard, 
but these read well. A wide Protestant "audience" ought to enjoy them. (Publ. LC:58-9526). 


Wilson, Hazel T.-Compiler Abingdon 
A PRAYER COMPANION $1.00 


D.R. Prayers new and old are to be found in many a "companion" to prayer. This 

selection by Hazel T. Wilson includes many well-known favorites, and others that ought 

to be. Some prayers have been written just for this book. All are arranged under separ- 

ate headings to facilitate the selection by the reader of those prayers best suited to 

the need and mood of the day, such as "Prayers for Courage in Time of Anxiety", "Prayers 

for Deeper Faith in Times of Suffering and Pain", "Prayer for the Aging", etc. Protestant 
Christians will find this "companion" most acceptable for personal use and for gifts. 

(10/6. IC: 58-1063). @ 


Zuurdeeg, William F. Abingdon 
AN ANALYTICAL PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION $4.75 


A weighty and highly technical textbook in the philosophy of religion. It is 
meant, says Dr. William Zuurdeeg for students in philosophy who are well acquainted with 
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modern analytical and empirical philosophy. and who wonder what can be said about 
religion from the point of view of this philosophy. It is intended also for theo- 
logical students who are well acquainted with modern theology and who wonder about 
the implications of contemporary philosophy for theological thinking. It may well 
serve its purpose of stimulating a lively and fruitful discussion between philo- 
sophers and theologians. This limits the field as far as sales possibilities are 
concerned, but the serious and mature student cannot afford to overlook the massive 
criticism and evaluation of the leading thinkers of our day, such as Tillich and 
Whitehead, which receive Dr. Zuurdeeg's careful attention. Theologically, he is 
most at home in the Protestant tradition. (Publ. LC:58-9527) 


Baker, Dr. Oren Huling | Association Press 
HUMAN NATURE UNDER GOD $4.50 


The concern of Dr. Oren Baker, Dean and Professor of Pastoral Theology at 
the Colgate-Rochester Divinity School, Rochester, New York, is to make the realities 
of human life which are everywhere to be found in the pages of the Bible mirror our 
own human nature, an indispensable and imperative task for the practical theologian, 
who seeks to relate our thinking about religion to the dynamic character of human 
lives. His thesis is that religion cannot be separate from the adventure of person- 
ality, and that God's purpose for man is that he shall grow from self-consciousness, 
his capacity to perceive the meanings of his own existence and undertake the direct- 
.ilon of his life through a free collaboration with God by which he becomes a person 
among other persons. Part II of the book deals with human nature from the standpoint 
of modern knowledge, especially psychology. Readers will find Chapter 8 “Religion 
and Psychotherapy" especially valuable, for Dr. Baker shows a critical but appreciative 
awareness of the rapidly growing literature in this field, to which this book is a 
notable addition. There is a good bibligraphy for further reading. Mature students 
of contemporary man as a religious being will find this book very stimulating. (Publ. 
LC :58-11524 ) 


October publication Reflection Books ee 

Association Press 

Ellzey, Wm. Clark Each $.50 
ROMANCE IN CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE 


Dr. Ellzey, well known marriage counselor and family life educator, has 
condensed his full length book, How to Keep Romance in Your Marriage into this 
Reflection Book. It is designed as a guide in marriage for older teen-agers and young 
adults. The author distinguishes between "romantic love” and "Christian love”. He 
treats of many aspects of married life concerning which many people are in need of 
guidance such as sex, parenthood, "in-laws", and money. Many will feel that this is 
"old hat", but there are no doubt many who will appreciate the point of view of this 
little book and the clarity with which it is expressed. (10/6. LC:58-11531) 


Kerr, Hugh T. 
WHAT DIVIDES PROTESTANTS TODAY 


Another in the series of Reflection Books, this is a concisely written 
exposition of the status of American Protestantism with its nearly 300 separate 
groups. Professor Kerr of Princeton Theological Seminary has rendered a reai service 
in making it quite clear that Protestantism's divisions cannot be explained or done 
away with in accordance with any one simple formula. Doctrinal, social, economic, 
historical and organizational factors all have played their part in creating the 
present chaotic and complex situation. But a leveling off process between denomina- 
tions, the tendency of family groups within the churches to get together, the fact 
that competition between the churches is giving way to cooperation all give the author 
grounds for encouragement as to the future. (LC:58-11532) 
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Reflection Books- cont'd. Association Press 


$.50 
Lewis, C.S. MIRACLES © 


A fellow of Magdalene College. Cambridge, C.S. Lewis is well known in America 
from some of his earlier writings, notably The Screw Tape Letters. He has authorized 
the abridgement of his larger book of the same title for use in a paperback edition in- 
cluded in the series of Reflection Books. In this closely knit argument in support of 
a belief in miracles, Lewis displays a philosophical turn of mind and a penchant for 
whimsical illustration which help to make this interesting reading. Lewis answers af- 
firmatively the question as to whether God can and would supplement or correct or inter- 
fere with the interlocking system which we call the "order of Nature" by feeding new 
events into the system which he has made. Even those who would have difficulty with 
the author's philosophical presuppositions would find his argument interesting and in- 
genious, while others would, of course, welcome this buttress to their faith. (LC:58-11529) 


Oates, Wayne E. | WHAT PSYCHOLOGY SAYS ABOUT RELIGION 


The professor of psychology of religion has given us as one of the Reflection 
Books an outline of what psychology is and of what psychologists have to say about re- 
ligion. He points out that the reaction of psychologists to religion depends upon the 
kind of religion under discussion as well as the predisposition of the particular psy- 
chologist as to religion. Some forms of religion represent freedom of growth but others 
bondage to idols. Some form of religion or some aspects of it would seem to the psy- 
chologist mere childishness, but others would be seen as pointing the way to maturity. 
Religion can be interpreted by a psychologist as a sickness or a way to health. At 
its best religion can be viewed by the psychologist as a search for the ultimate mean- 
ing of life. In the course of this brief discussion the views of leading psychologists 
such as Freud, Jung, James and Fromm are presented. Also the development of psychology 
is traced to a point where it is understanding of Christianity instead of indifferent 
to it or hostile to it. This is a valuable addition to the list of paperback books 
on religion designed for popular consumption. (LC: 58-11533). 


Bach, Marcus Crowell 
GOD AND THE SOVIETS $4.00 


* This book is the report of a visit made to Russia by Dr. and Mrs. Bach in 
i957. Dr. Bach's interest in all manifestations of religion, has led him to study many 
faiths and sects in over forty different countries. Everywhere he has found that man 
was by nature spiritual, that "Where man lives, man worships God". Yet in Russia he 
was told thet atheism was the official doctrine, the abolition of religion regarded as 
the prerequisite of happiness and the denial of Divinity the evidence of intellectual 
maturity. Was Russia then an exception? He determined to see for himself what was 
happening to religion there. Their itinerary took them to Leningrad, Kiev, Kharkov, 
Rostov, Stalingrad and Moscow. He testifies that they were not restricted as to where 
they could go, what they could see or what they could photograph. The book has sixteen 
of Mrs. Bach's photographs as illustrations. In an informal- almost folksy fashion 
Dr. Bach tells of their visits to churches, cathedrals, monasteries and of their con- 
versations with priests, ministers, students, workmen and fellow travelers. Dr. Bach's 
experience in getting at the heart of a man's thinking through an interview saves this 
from superficiality. He came away convinced that there is an ongoing stream of re- 
ligious feeling in Russia despite the convinced antagonism of “card-carrying communists”. 
He was not impressed with the Orthodox priests who seemed to be carrying on a holding 
action for the old faith, giving lip service to the regime but hoping that there may eS 
be a better day for religion in the future. The Baptist congregations visited seemed 
full of vitality and hope. The need of a better understanding between the Russian and 
American people was stressed again and again. The religious forces of America are 
urged to give greater evidence that religion does make a difference. This could be 
and should be a widely read book. (10/22. LC: 58-12287). 
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Elmen, Paul Doubleday 
THE RESTORATION OF MEANING TO CONTEMPORARY LIFE $3.95 


* Its cumbersome and pedestrian title unfortunately gives the reader no 
inklingof the originality of thought and phraseology nor of the beauty of expression 
found in this volume. As one of the Christian Faith Series of which Reinhold 
Niebuhr is the consulting editor, one would expect to find in such a book a diag- 
nosis of the sickness which has come upon the world and a prescription for its cure. 
But who would expect to read that the dominant causes of our sorry condition are 
the apparently contradictory states of mind of boredom and terror? And yet this is 
the thesis of the book: "Boredom", “apathy”, "ennui", “the contented yawn” is a4 
state of mind and spirit that has come upon us because of the extent of our material 
wellbeing. We have arrived. There is now nothing to do; nowhere to go but out into 
constant but meaningless activity. On the other hand, we have dinned in upon us by 
newspaper, magazine, radio and television the potential horror of the atomic age. 

If we took all these threats to our very existence to heart life would be a nightmare, 
our activities a danse macabre. But we do not take them to heart. In fact, we find 
a wicked enjoyment in imagining what would happen to us if a bomb should fall. We 
have fun being frightened. And the prescription? A simple waiting for the presence 
of God to be revealed to us which could make life an exciting adventure with horror 
cast out from it. (10/9. LC:58-12040) 


Miller, Alexander (Christian Faith Series)- Doubleday 
THE MAN IN THE MIRROR $3.95 
Studies in the Christian Understanding of Selfhood 


* Alexander Miller, who now teaches at Stanford University, Stanford, Cali- 
fornia, adds another to his growing list of incisive, imaginative, and "must-read-to- 
the-very-end" books. Formerly he wrote The Renewal of Man, Christian Faith and My 
Job, and The Christian Significance of Karl Marx. Now he gives us The Man in the 
Mirror: Studies in the Christian Understanding of Selfhood and the serious reader 
will be greateful to Dr. Miller for the sharpened image of himself which each page 
reveals, beginning with a study of the self's knowledge of itself, but holding up 
especially the mirror of history and the mirror of Christ in which a man may the 
better see himself and know himself--partially, but necessarily in history, then fully 
and wholly in Christ by the redeeming love of God. This book of great power is highly 
recommended to all men who have "forgotten who they are", but wish again to remember. 
(Publ. LC:58-10031) 


Perry, Edmund (Christian Faith Series )-Doubleday 
THE GOSPEL IN DISPUTE 
The Relation of the Christian Faith to Other Missionary Religions 


This is a review of the missionary task in the light of some of the recent 
developments in the world. The factors in the world of today which have the most 
direct effect upon missions are the contraction of the world through modern means of 
transportation and communication which makes any distinction between “home missions" 
and "foreign missions" meaningless; the missionary offensive being carried on by the 
non-Christian religions; the inroads of secularism and materialism upon the vitelity 
of Christianity in the "home base". The author raises some basic questions the 
answers to which were once clearly understood in church circles but no longer so: 
such as: "Does faith in Christ entail a missionary responsibility?"; and "What should 
Christians do when they missionize?" After describing in some detail the factors 
militating against the missionary enterprise today the author concludes that it is 
not the challenge of competing faiths nor the threat of a godless ideology nor the 
defiance of a hostile environment that forces a Christian to become a missionary 
Christian. Rather, we are missionary Christians because of the nature of the Gospel 
of Christ which elicits our faith. The major obstacle to the Christian faith is to 
be found in the lives and convictions of professing Christians not in the program of 
other religions. He pleads for Christians who will be better informed about their 
own faith and willing to commit themselves to the cause on the basis of gee informa - 
tion. (11/6.. Lc: 98-12053) | | 
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Sockman, Ralph W. Doubleday 
MAN'S FIRST LOVE $2.95 


* A new book by Dr. Ralph W. Sockman, for many years minister of Christ (Metho- 
dist) Church in New York, is a frequent event which brings lasting satisfaction to his 
many readers and increases their number year after year. There were 17 others before 
this, and each has talked of the things of God and man with lucidity and grace. There 
are windows everywhere through which the light shines, illustrations apt and moving 
taken from literature of yesterday and today, and from the contemporary scene. He 
teaches and preaches a religion that is challenging and satisfying, showing forth a 
love of God adequate for the sins and failures of men. This latest book is about that 
love, "Man's First Love" (of God), and he explores it in depth to tell how all other 
loves are possible and right only when this first love is true and strong. For all who 
would learn anew, or for the first time, the dimension and dynamic of Christian love, 
this is the book. It is thorough, compelling, and loving, a book to own so that it 
may be read again. (Publ. LC: 58-7370). 


Meserve, Harry C. Harcourt, Brace 
NO PEACE OF MIND $3.75 


At a first casual reading it would seem that the thesis of this book is as 
negative as its title. The author examines critically the present religious revival 
in America and raises questions as to its reality and as to the kind of religion that 
is said to be revived. He recognizes that a large following has been won by the 
"Peace of Mind Cult" led by Peale and others but questions whether it is really the 
function of religion to soothe the troubled mind. "Do we really wish to remove anxiety 
and fear from our lives?", he asks. Can we not use anxiety and fear to stimulate 
growth and enlarge the horizons of our religious faith? He questions how far revivals 
of the Graham type aid real religion. He deplores the return to authoritarian re- 
ligion in the recrudescence of fundamentalism. By implication he rejects some of the 
emphases in the new Biblical theology, the minimizing of the importance of the social 
gospel, for example. But such an evaluation of the book would be unfair, for the 
author's main purpose is to plead for a sane, balanced faith in which God is no mere 
"Man Upstairs” but One who makes himself known within us and through us. He craves 
an intimate relation between prayer and work, an alliance of religion and psychology 
which will reveal the uses of anxiety and give hope to the anxious man. He argues 
that religion should inevitably issue in a live interest and active participation in 
the great movements to meet today's needs: the placing of atomic power in its proper 
constructive place, the move towards brotherhood in the abolition of segregation at 
home and of suspicion, fear and hatred between the nations of the world; the opening 
up of a new meaning to prayer by revealing the value of meditation and solitude. A 
thoughtful and timely book. (10/8. LC: 58-10902). 


Bosley, Harold A. Harper 
SERMONS ON GENESIS $3.75 


The pastor of the First Methodist Church of Evanston, Ill. is one of the best 
known preachers in his denomination. Set down in the midst of a wealthy suburban com- 
munity with a large university immediately adjacent, his church has been noted in re- 
cent decades for the high intellectual standard and the sensitivity to social and moral 
issues of its pulpit. The first characteristic requires that its minister be a man of 
scholarly attainments. The second calls for a high degree of moral courage, for often 
the pracher who is to proclaim the Gospel and its bearing on controversial issues must 
perforce be found on the unpopular side of these issues, particularly in a suburban 
community. Both these characteristics are clearly seen in this series of sermons on 
Genesis. Dr. Bosley knows the findings of Biblical criticism in regard to the book of 
Genesis. He is not averse to calling these stories “legends”, "myths" or "poetry". 
But, nevertheless, he finds in them religious messages of lasting significance. Then 
in each of the sermons the message of a given passage in Genesis is applied to the 
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issues of the day. And here the preacher is not content to deal in generalities. 
He points out quite specifically the problems which we confront and outlines in 

no uncertain terms the sort of solutions to them that Christians should seek. a 
(10/1. LC:58-10371) 7 eS 


Buber, Martin with : Harper 
Trapp, Jacob- &d. $3 -00 e 
TO HALLOW THIS LIFE: An Anthology Ee 


A representative and well selected collection of readings from Martin 
Buber such as this, fills a great need. Serious students of contemporary theology bq 
cannot bypass this great religious existentialist who has made a profound contribu- ry 
tion to the religious, philosophical and mystical thinking of our day. This anthology 
introduces the reader to his thinking, to the great benefit of many who would not fal 
have ready access to many of Buber's books. Although Buber is never easy to read, 
Dr. Trapp helps greatly in our understanding of him by an illuminating introductory 
essay, in which he underscores Buber's central ideas, especially these which plead 
for recovery of the lost sense of community (as contrasted to collectivism) in modern 
life. Decidedly a book for any intelligent person who wants to live his life complete- 
ly, with others and with God. (Publ. LC:58-10363) 


Eliade, Mircea Harper 
Trask, W.R.- Transl. BIRTH AND REBIRTH $3.50 


The book's subtitle: "The Religious Meanings of Initiation in Human 
Culture" is more descriptive. The chapters of this book are based on the Haskell 
lectures given by the author at the University of Chicago and are concerned with the 
initiation mysteries, ordeals and rites in primitive culture and their religious 
significance. These center either about puberty and the initiation of boys and girls 
into manhood and womanhood, or in the ceremonies of inducting a man into 4 position 
of leadership such as a medicine man or shaman. The author finds that the experience 
of initiation in primitive society basically changed the neophyte's mode of being 
and revealed to him the sacredness of human life since man and the cosmos are shown 
to be the creation of Gods or superhuman beings. The nearest counterparts which we 
have today are the Christian rites of baptism and the Lord's Supper, the ordination 
of clergymen and the initiation ceremonies in some secret societies. The author in 
his foreword states that in publishing these lectures he had in mind “the non- 
specialist reader who is interested in the spiritual history of humanity”. It is 
feared that he overestimates the intelligence of non-specialists, however great may 


be their interest in the spiritual history of humanity. (Publ. LC:58-1035) 


Latourette, Kenneth Scott | Harper . | 
CHRISTIANITY IN A REVOLUTIONARY AGE $6.00 a 
The 19th Century in Europe: Background & the Roman Catholic Phase | 


This is the first of a projected five volume history of Christianity in 
the 19th and 20th centuries. For many years a professor at Yale the author has 
written many books including "The History of the Expansion of Christianity” and 
"A History of Christianity" so that his reputation as a scholar and historian is 
firmly established. The first part of the present volume consists of a description 
of the general background against which the events of the 19th Century are to be 
understood. The 19th Century in this book is regarded as beginning with the close 
of the Napoleonic Wars in 1815, and ending with the outbreak of World War I in 1914. 
Accordingly, as background material Professor Latourette gives a summary of the 
history of the entire 18th Century and a rather extensive review of the French Revo- ba 
lution and the years immediately following (1789-1815). This emphasis is important ; 
to the development of the author's thesis that the French Revolution was but the 
opening phase of a Revolutionary Age which persists through the 19th and 20th centuries 
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until the present with far-reaching effects upon the development of Christianity. In 
the planning of his work Professor Latourette deals with the major faiths in turn. His 
treatment of the Roman Catholic Church in the 19th Century will be followed bya like 
treatment of the Protestant and Orthodox faiths, and, in the final two volumes, by the 
history of Christianity in the 20th Century. A general idea of the extent of the cover- 
age for each period may be gained from the fact that in this volume he deals with the 
papacy, the religious orders, the societies and associations for worship and service, 
the devotional life of Roman Catholics, a country by country review of events in Cathol- 
icism and the world wide outreach of the Roman Catholic Church. This monumental work 
will be a standard reference book for students of history. But the material is so ar- 
ranged and so conscientiously interspersed with summaries that a non-technical reader 
can readily gain a concept of the sweep of history during the period covered. (10/15. 
LC: 58-10370) 

McCown, Chester C. Harper 
MAN, MORALS AND HISTORY $5.00 © 
Today's Legacy from Ancient Times and Biblical Peoples 


This is a book which covers a vast amount of territory: in the time involved- 
from the beginning of the world until the present (perhaps a billion years); and in the 
subject matter included-archeology, economics, sociology, theology and history. It is 
really a study of the development of civilization using Palestine as the microcosm since 
“archeological discoveries reveal Palestine to be the place to relive the continuous 
history of the human race". His conviction that evolution and progress are the guiding 
principles in the development of culture is central to this study. After looking back 
over the long way over which the human race has traveled, the author is convinced that 
we have every reason to hope that the future will bring a yet better world for mankind. 
In the course of developing his thesis, the author summarily rejects the basic con- 
clusions of many religionists, particularly the orthodox and neo-orthodox, and vigor- 
ously defends what may be called the liberal point of view. In a book as comprehensive 
as this there will be many points at which some readers will dispute the validity 
either of the evidence presented or of the conclusions drawn from it. However no one 
will dispute the fact here is a book which will be interesting both to the scholar and 
to the general reader. The current publication of Ilton's The Bible Was My Treasure Map 
(see report p. 726) will have focussed interest on this area. (10/15. LC: 58-10366). 


Pfeffer, Leo Harper 
CREEDS IN COMPETITION $3.00 


Here is an interesting study of the changes in and interchanges between Amer- 
ican cultural values and patterns, the story of how they appear, and are affected by 
the major creedal confessions of this country, Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jewish. 
Sunday observances, our moral standards as manifested in the penal codes, family and 
welfare laws, church and state relationships, the public school system, domestic and 
foreign affairs, and many others receive the author's careful analytical attention. 

Dr. Pfeffer, whose earlier books include Church, State and Freedom and Liberties of 

an American feels that the most serious challenge to American cultural patterns and 
values fixed by a Protestant-humanist alliance comes from Roman Catholicism. But he 
assures the reader that the challenge will be successfully met, and that if modifica- 
tion in the traditional American way of life seems necessary because of this compe- 
tition, it will prove to be desirable and worthwhile. "Whatever happens”, he predicts, 
“will justify the American experiment.'' A large, rosy hope, surely, but one which 
perhaps bears reading in days like these, by Protestants who may wish to lend it to 
their Roman Catholic neighbors in the interests of a stronger America. (Puble. 

IC: 58-10373). 


oe 
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Trueblood, Elton Harper 
THE YOKE OF CHRIST $3.00 


Elton Trueblood, professor of philosophy at Earlham College, is in great 
demand as a preacher at college chapels and as a speaker at religious conferences. 
In this volume he has gathered together eighteen such sermons and addresses. Those 
who have read any of Professor Trueblood's earlier books (there are twelve of them) 
could testify that one may always count on clarity of expression, vividness of 
illustration and a determination to drive a point home so that it will have some 
practical bearing upon the life of the reader. "The Problem of the Crowd", "The 
Aboliton of the Laity”, "A Faith for Scientists” are some of the timely titles. 
(10/29. LC:58-10364) 


Decker, James- fd. Hawthorn 
THE GOOD BUSINESS TREASURE CHEST $4 95 


This is an anthology compiled from more than 400 issues of Good Business, 
@ magazine published by the Unity School of Christianity, Lee's Summit, Missouri. 
The avowed purpose of this magazine is to help people who are engaged in business 
‘to use new methods that will bring increased success and happiness. It is the 
contention of the editors and publishers that proper prayer pays off, and that 
Christian principles, carefully followed, may well not only lead to increased 
financial returns, but will also produce an extra dividend of happiness from the 
work that grows increasingly prosperous on a diet of good will toward others. This 
is scarcely Biblical Christianity, which talks more of sacrifice than success, and 
counts joy that comes from pain a more precious thing than happiness which is demanded 
of life by positive thinking. But there are many who are otherwise persuaded, and 
who will persist in the notion that it's good business to be a good Christian. For 
such, this book will make an excellent Bible. (Publ. LC:58-11465) 


Lindstrom, Ralph G. Longmans, Green 
LINCOLN FINDS GOD $3.00 


Though the day has largely passed when church members felt that Abraham 
Lincoln deserved their negative criticism because he did not, or could not, join any 
particular church group, perhaps there is a need for such a book as this which 
examines the record of Lincoln's own words to permit them to reveal his growing 
awareness and understanding of the nature of God, until he came to realize that the 
important thing for man was to be on God's side rather than to try to cajole God, 
by prayer or otherwise, to come to his rescue or support. The book is offered by 
Mr. Lindstrom at this particular time as a source of comfort and strength when our 
civilization again hangs in the balance, since Lincoln's faith was also tempered in 
a time of stress that tried men's souls. Lovers and students of Lincoln will already 
know the facts that are made plain in this book, but will be glad to have this study 
which brings them together in one volume. (Publ. LC:58-12520) 


Hill, Norman & Lund, Doniver Macmillan 
IF THE CHURCHES WANT WORLD PEACE $3.00 


Two authors with a common viewpoint combine to say what is wrong about the 
activities of the Christian Churches in their common aim towards world peace. Dr. 
Smith is a professor of history in a Lutheran College, Gustavus Adolphus; Dr. Hill, 
a professor of international relations at the University of Nebraska. They here 
survey the history and pronouncements of the major American Protestant denominations 
with reference to world affairs from World War I to the present, and take a dim view 
of both the propriety and the effect of this denominational behavior. Based on 
factual ignorance, clothed in high sounding piety, its effect was often ethical dis- 
location which did more harm than good. Leave government and policy making to the 
experts who should be better informed, they advise, and study Christian principles 
harder, build Christian character. If the experts show their ignorance, turn them 
out. There is little that is new, but scholars will find here a useful outline for 
reference. One could wish for more sense of urgency. (10/28. LC:58-11542) 
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Neal, Emily Gardiner Prentice-Hall 
GOD CAN HEAL YOU NOW $3.50 


This is by way of a sequel to the author's book: A Reporter Finds God Through 
Spiritual Healing. Im the earlier volume the author set out to write an expose of 
spiritual healing, but in the course of her investigations found that there was "some- 
thing in it" and in the end became a complete convert. The present book is therefore 
written by a convinced follower anxious to persuade others to try the course which she 
found so helpful and so satisfying. In addition to outlining the principles followed 
by all such healers, this book describes the work being done by nine clergymen and four 
laymen. It is interesting that the majority of clergymen who are carrying on the 
apostolic work of healing within their churches are Episcopalians. This is a phase 
of Christian work which needs further exploration and this book will help many to do 
so. (10/29. LC: 58-12861). 


Rowland, Stanley J. Jr. Random House 
LAND IN SEARCH OF GOD $3.95 


The author has been a "religion reporter" for the New York Times for the past 
three years, and his book shows that he has been a good reporter. He has had his eyes 
and ears open as he has witnessed some of the outstanding events in the religious world 
and listened to many of the more penetrating voices. His mind has been open and his 
spirit generous. His main concern in this book is to study and appraise the revival 
of religious interest and participation in America. He wants to learn what this revival 
may reveal about our national character and what relevance this revived religion may 
have to some of the basic public issues of the day. He deals with Christianity (both 
Catholic and Protestant) and with Judaism, although the largest amount of space seems 
to be given to Protestant affairs and personalities. He gives quite an extensive ap- 
praisal of Billy Graham and Norman Vincent Peale, and is especially appreciative of 
such pioneering personalities as Dr. William Mellon of Haiti, Father C. Kilmer Myers 
of Trinity Parish in New York, Clarence Jordan of Koinonia and Martin Luther King of 
Montgomery, Alabama. He is of the opinion that the churches have been less adequate 
in dealing with the race issue than with some other issues. Religionists of all faiths 
will find it profoundly interesting to read this objective appraisal by a layman. 
Churchmen will find it to be much less critical than they would have written on the 
same assignment. (10/22. LC: 58-9883). 


Bennett, John C. Scribner 
CHRISTIANS AND THE STATE $4.50 


This is an important book, for in it Professor Bennett of Union Theological 
Seminary brings to bear upon many of the vital issues of the modern world a mind as 
capable of clear thinking as any to be found in Protestant circles today. Pastors 
and laymen who feel the need of help in orienting their point of view as Christians 
in the face of the world of today should not miss this book. They will find particu- 
larly in its first half, plenty of theorizing, philosophizing and spinning out of 
definitions which may discourage some readers. But it would be a pity if such read- 
ers were not to continue to the end. For in the latter part of the book Professor 
Bennett comes to grip with such questions as "Christian Freedom and Civil Liberty", 
"The Extension of the State's Role in Economic Life", "Christian Ethics and the 
Dilemmas of Foreign Policy", "The Protestant View of American Roman Catholic Power”, 
"The Relation of Christianity and Democracy", "The Direct and Indirect Action of the 
Church upon the State", "The Christian Citizen and the State". Professor Bennett is 
ome who can state his views on a controversial question positively and clearly without 
that emotional overtone whichcalls forth heated rebuttals. (10/27. LC: 58-11638) 


al 
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Van Dusen, Henry P. | Scribner 
SPIRIT, SON AND FATHER $3.50 


The reader of this book will put it down with regret that according to 
his own statement, the President of a great institution like Union Theological 
Seminary has so little opportunity amidst the pressure of administrative duties for 
sustained and serious writing. For Dr. Van Dusen writes well. He has the gift of 
assembling the fruits of his studies as a scholar in an orderly fashion that is 
easily followed and expressing them in language that a layman can understand. It > 
is well that the writer has this gift, for "The Holy Spirit" is a subject upon which mie 
most Christians have very hazy ideas, if any. Furthermore, one hears most of the ae 
Holy Spirit from the adherents of sects which are prone to an excessive emotionalism 
which is repellent to many. As Dr. Van Dusen views it, the Holy Spirit is the very 
fulcrum of the Christian faith. Its characteristic marks are intimacy and potency, 

God near and God at work. It therefore lies at the heart of Christian experience. 
This. point of view is buttressed by a "biography of a great conviction" which is the 
central part of the book. Here the author traces the development of the idea of the 
Holy Spirit through the Old and New Testaments, the early Christian writers and 

down through the centuries to our own day. He follows this historical outline with 
a discussion of the relation of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit to our thought of 
Man, of God, of Christ and of the Church. Finally, there is an exposition of the 
doctrine of the Trinity in the light of the preceding discussion. A valuable end 
much needed interpretation of an essential tenet of the Christian faith. (Publ. 

LC :58-10862 ) 


Anonymous- authors & compilers Seabury Press 
THE APRON-POCKET BOOK OF PRAYERS AND MEDITATIONS $1.50 4 
DR Prayer is appropriate for almost any human situation, though a prayer book oe 


is not always available to assist with appropriate expression the mood of the moment. 
Modern lives are too busy and even the most devout should welcome any help in prayer 
before further business crowds out the deeper meaning of one experience with another. 
Any woman whose prayer life is at the mercy of the endless chores of keeping house 
and minding the baby will welcome this treasury of prayers and devotional thoughts, 
small enough to be tucked in the apron pocket. Here are prayers and thoughts both a 
old and new. It makes possible for Martha to taste the joys of Mary. It should fs 
appeal to many women for their own use, and as a gift for family and friends. (10/7. 


LC : 58-9229 ) i 


Brown, Rt. Rev. Robert R. Seabury Press so 
: BIGGER THAN LITTLE ROCK $3.25 u 


The Episcopal bishop of Arkansas has done a sound and objective analysis 
of the Little Rock story. Acknowledging that hindsight can be more intelligent than 
foresight, he presents what are- in his opinion- the basic causes of the failure of 
a typical American city of more than average intelligence and tolerance to come to 
grips with the problem of desegregation. This was to me the most challenging part 
_Of the book, particularly as the broader implications might well serve as a warning 
elsewhere. The book belongs on a religious book list because his fundamental purpose 
is to tell wherein the religious leaders failed in their role of leadership- and why. 
Belatedly, he feels, they launched a "ministry of reconciliation"- a function of the 
Church too seldom recognized. Here, he feels,is no isolated issue; Little Rock high- 
lighted a national and international problem which must be met through everyone of us Ks 
shouldering our own share of responsibility. Here we have a Southerner managing to ates 
keep personal bias out of a carefully documented account of what happened- and why. 


(10/16. LC:58-9226) 
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Schneider, Louis & Univ. of Chicago Press 
Dornbusch, Sanford M. POPULAR RELIGION $4.50 


Inspirational Books in America 









* That a certain type of religious book should appear week after week on the 
best seller list is not a modern phenomenon. Since 1875 there have been at least 47 
of them, which fac+ led the authors to believe that study and comparison of their con- 
tent would be both sociologically and religiously significant. Louis Schneider, pro- 
fessor of sociology at Purdue University, and Sanford M. Dornbusch, associate professor 
of sociology at the University of Washington, Seattle, present the reader with a complete 
analysis of these books which indicates that Messrs. Norman V. Peale, Fulton J. Sheen, 
Emmet Fox, and Harry Emerson Fosdick (in a few of his earlier books) anong the moderns 
are not so much prophetic as responsive to man's perennial gropings after health, wealth, 
and security, and who are delighted to be told that religion too may be enlisted in their 
service. The authors have systematically studied this American inspirational literature, 
examining it in a wide cultural and religious context, and have found it to be strongly 
“man-centered" rather than "God-centered", oriented toward this world and its goods 
rather than toward salvation in God. Their conclusion is that in its preoccupation with 
peace of mind and soul, with power and success, with conformity and adjustment, it has 
often obscured the very religious principles and heritage it purports to convey. This 

is the sort of book which ought to become a best seller too, sold that is to those who 
have already read the others so that the record might be kept straight and a few good 
blows struck for religious sanity and straight thinking, whether its positive or not. 

It should at least be recommended to all comers without fear or favor. (Publ. ) 






















Walter, Erich A.- Ed. Univ. of Michigan Press 
RELIGION AND THE STATE UNIVERSITY $6.50 
This symposium on the place of religion in our State universities gives us ©} 





as thorough an examination of this subject as we are apt to have for many years. The 
participants are men of competence and standing, representative of the three major 

faiths and of the university's faculty and administration. With the discussion handled 
by such men as Will Heberg, Ronald Bainton, George Shuster and Walter Bean it is sure 

to be carried on a high level. The participants deal with the difficulty of introducing 
religion into the curriculum, the complications due to the pluralistic composition of 
our student population and the necessity of preserving the separation of church and state. 
On the other hand, the need of the students of today for a religious orientation is em- 
phasized. The editor is hopeful that a wide reading of this book will help to bring 
about an expansion of the study of religion at state universities and a greater under- 
standing on the part of students of the nature of other faiths and hence a larger measure 
of tolerance for them. This is a vital subject which needs the careful thought of all 
who have a stake in education and in religion in this country. (10/31). 


















Barclay, William- fd. Westminster Press 
THE LETTER TO THE ROMANS ea. $2.50 







The Daily Study Bible Series of which this book is a part was first projected 
for the Church of Scotland and published in Edinburgh in 1955. We may be thankful that 
we have this American edition for these are unusually well prepared and helpful studies. 

The editor has given us a new translation of Romans utilizing in the process many of the 

more recently issued versions of the New Testament. For each group of several verses 

@ commentary is given based on modern scholarship but designed for those who have not 

had a theological education. As Romans is one of the more difficult of Paul's letters 

to understand this particular volume is especially valuable. The book is pocket-sized 

in format, and while the print is small, it is still readable. (Publ. IC: 58-5148) ® 


THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS 


In his foreword to this Bible study book Professor Barclay writes: “The letter 
to the Hebrews is the most difficult book in the whole New Testament- but I believe there 
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is no book in the New Testament which is more worth the effort to understand. No de 
New Testament book gives such a glorious picture of Jesus Christ in all the as 
splendor of his manhood and in all the majesty of his deity." In his introduction 

to the whole letter and his comments on the daily readings as well as in his fresh 
translation Barclay has given us an inspiring revelation of the treasure that is 

hidden beneath often bewildering complex language of the book. (Publ. LC:58-5148) 


Blake, Eugene Carson Westminster Press 
HE IS LORD OF ALL $1.00 
DR A group of wise and mellow but nonetheless vigorous meditations by a man 


who has held high office in his own communion as well as in the ecumenical coopera- 
tion of the Protestant Churches on a national and world-wide scale. Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, now Clerk of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A., has also been President of the National Council of Churches, and is a member 
of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. Here he calls on the 

. Christian Church to declare its true message clearly, and upon Christians to deepen 
their loyalty to the Church by a fuller commitment to the Lordship of Christ in 
every area and dimension of life. Many Protestant Christian laymen will be grateful 
for this clear restatement of their faith,--and others who read may well be persuaded 
to read and learn more about the Lord of All. (Publ. LC:58-11140) 


Cully, Iris V. Westminster Press 
: THE DYNAMICS OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 3 $3.75 


This book is clearly designed for experts in the field of Christian i 
Education. Indeed it might be called "Rethinking Christian Education”. For the ae 
author is writing on the assumption that the dynamic Biblical theology, the new ek 
understanding of the nature and need of persons, the more recent experiments in com- . 
munication require the development in Christian Education of somewhat different aa 
materials and methods than those which have been used in the more recent past. oye 
Consequently, “life.centered methods are suggested through which this dynamic under- As) 
standing of the Christian faith can be made meaningful to the lives of children oe 
within the context of the Church". These methods are set forthas participation, 
recognition, and communication. There is in this book a plethora of new words for 
old ideas. The Gospel is now the “erygma, the teaching, didache. Christian Educa- 
tion must be “existential”, "dynamic" and "ecumenical", only then wili it be in 
line with modern thinking. A book by a specialist for specialists. (10/20.LC:58-7318) 


Denbeaux, Fred J. Westminster Press 
UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE $1.00 


One of the series of twelve books in the layman's Theological Library, 
this book is designed to induce lay readers to study the Bible intelligently. It 
presupposes an ability to understand theology and a willingness to be guided by its 
principles in daily living. This may be asking too much of the average church 
member, but the author feels that it is time that greater demands be made of pro- 
fessing Christians lest the acceptance of the Christian faith be made as easy as 
joining a club. This is no guide to a detailed study of the Bible, book by book or 
topic by topic. Rather it aims to point out the central message of the Bible and to 
indicate what may be the implications of that message for us today. The two main 
concerns of the Bible, the author maintains, are (1) the creation of the covenant- 
bond between God and his people and (2) the later re-creation of that bond. This is . 
the sort of book which may be placed in the hands of those ready and able to bite aa 
into theology with confidence that a study of it will make them better church a 
members, better Christians. (Publ. LC:10218) 


«ft 
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MacLennan, David A. . . Westminster Press 
MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR BEST : $3.00 
D.R. This is a book containing thirty-one devotional readings, each of which ends © ( 


with a short prayer. The author has drawn upon his wide reading and pastoral experi- 
ence to make these readings both interesting and pertinent. They deal with questions 
of faith and discipline, vital elements of Christian character and practical problems 
of the Christian life. In style and subject matter these readings are up to date and 
they can be recommended to modern church members. (10/20. LC: 58-8053). 


Miller, William Lee Westminster Press 
THE PROTESTANT AND POLITICS $1.00 


* Westminster's layman's Theological Library admirably maintains its high 
standard of competence in making matters theological not only understandable to the 
thoughtful layman, but close to irresistible once the reading has begun. In The ©) '~- 
Protestant and: Politics, the latest in this series, Dr. Miller grasps his thorny sub- 
ject firmly, freely acknowledging the painful presence of many danger points, including 
the particularly sharp one about the trouble religion can cause in politics, and comes 
to the conclusion that the problem about the politics of many Christians is not that 
they aren't Christian enough, but that they aren't political enough. Nothing can take 
the place of the living participation of particular Christians in particular political 
situations. Like the rest of Christian faith, the Christian's. political faith is really 
seen not in abstractions or institutions, but in the living of it. The book:is:to:be 
urged upon all mature Christian citizens. (Publ. LC: 58-8256). - 

Niles, Daniel Tf. dee i poe Westminster Pres 
STUDIES IN GENESIS : 7 | $2.50 


This thought-provoking book was written in India and for Indian Christians. e 

This fact may explain the philosophical nature of the book. Certainly it is difficult 
to imagine one preparing a book on Genesis with American Christians in mind and follow- 
ing the procedure of the author. He explains that his approach to the Bible is exis- 
tential. By that he means that the reader must be led to stand alongside of Abraham, 
oy Moses or Samson or Nicodemus or the thief on the cross and listen to what God has 
to say to them. As the reader listens he will find God speaking to him and he will 
find that his very existence is at stake for if we hear the word of God spoken to us 
and act upon it, we live; if not, we die. As the reader finds himself standing with 
the author alongside the figures of the book of Genesis he finds himself led off into 
far-off places and far-away thoughts-of God the Redeemer, of the nature of Sin, of the 
meaning of Time, of the fulfillment of God's grace in Christ and of the centrality of 
the Church in the purpose of God. It takes some ingenuity and patience to follow the 
author's thesis but the search for its meaning is rewarding. (10/20. LC: 58-8682). 


Soper, David Wesley Westminster Press 
THE SPIRIT IS WILLING $2.50 


This book starts out as if it were to be a theological disquisition on the 
doctrine of the Holy Spirit. However, one soon learns that the author is thinking of 
the Holy Spirit as "the present-tense forward thrust that moves, propels, drives in- 
dividual men, religious and political groups, and mankind as a whole, from within, 
toward depth of freedom and breadth of brotherhood-on earth". This aim makes of this 
a very practical, down-to-earth book. In a series of short chapters (which may have | 
been addresses) Dr. Soper deals trenchantly with such present-day tendencies as seem 
to impede the operation of the Holy Spirit as he defines it. He pays his respects to @ 
those who regard the status quo as a sacred cow, to those who over-emphasize “togeth- 
erness" or the collective man, and to “the man with the gray flannel mind". He pleads 
for “the community man" instead of “the individual man", for a Protestantism which is 
realistic and not romantic, for a capitalism with compassion. It is a book full of 
quotable phrases, one which sets the mind galloping after fresh ideas. (10/20.16:58-9504). 
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Wyon, Olive Westminster Press 
ON THE WAY $2.50 


DR As the title and the sub-title Some Reflections on the Christian Life 
would indicate, this is a book of devotional readings. The arrangement of the first 
part,- The Way of Life, is reminiscent of Pilgrim's Progress in that it depicts 

the difficulties, temptations and dangers of the Christian life as well as its 
satisfactions. The second part deals with prayer, its nature and its practice. 
Silence and prayer, prayer and the Bible are also treated of. It is a book suitable 
for individual or group use by convinced Christians. (10/20. LC:58-6891) 


White, Freda Dunlop Winston 
THE TORCH OF FAITH $h .00 


To trace the pattern of faith through the pages of the Bible that Bible 
teachers may be more familiar with the meaning of the subject matter of their 
teaching is the laudable and important purpose of Freda White. Remembering how 
little she really knew or understood about the Bible when she first began to teach 
it, she is resolved to help others do a better job of teaching. She wishes, above 
all, to make plain that the Bible is an account of man's eternal search for God 
and of God's dealings with man. Beginning with the God of Abraham, she shows how 
man's ever-widening vision leads him to see that he is also the God of Israel, and 
at the time of the prophets, the God of all the earth. Finally, Christ reveals 
God as the loving heavenly father. Mrs. White introduces into her narrative a 
richness of texture which comes from the new awareness of ancient civilizations 
found in modern history and archaeology. Altogether, a very useful book for its 
intended purposes. (Publ. LC:58-7147) | 


Repeat Reports on Three Books Reviewed in General Section 


Phillips, J.B. Macmillan 
THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MODERN ENGLISH $6.00 


Since 1952 J. B. Phillips has been busy translating the New Testament into 
modern English. In 1952 he published The Gospels, in 1955 The Young Churches in Action 
(Book of Acts), in 1947 and 1957, Letters to Young Churches (The Epistles) and in 
1957 The Book of Revelation. Now they are all put together in one volume, and many 
others in addition to those who read and prized the earlier, smaller portions of the 
New Testament will delight in this fresh translation which adds so much to under- 
standing by the modern generation, which tends to be put off with the often archaic 
beauty of the King James version. Protestant clergy will eagerly welcome this took 
and readily recommend it to their people who ought to own and use it. (Publ. LC:58- 


10922 ) 


Bishop, Jim McGraw-Hill 
GO WITH GOD $5.00 


Jim Bishop's greatest success was no doubt The Day Christ Died, in which 
he succeeded in giving deepened significance to the retelling of the Gospel story of 
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the crucifixion than has perhaps been done by any other modern writer. Now in this 
creative approach to the subject of prayer, he has again done signal service, which 
should not be confined to the religious book market. The first quarter of the book tells 
the story of the period when he most needed prayer - he and his wife had drifted apart, 
she was obsessed with the closeness of her link with her mother and shared nothing with 
him. But when- homeward bound on a slow boat- he learned that she was hospitalized, and 
then that she had died - he came to full realization of the need for prayer. This book 
grew out of that personal experience, and he has brought together prayers from all faiths 
destined to meet every human need. The sources reach out to a wide range:- from such 
varied individual sources as President Eisenhower and his first inaugural prayer, to men- 
and occasional women - in public life, in the field of religion, in military and poli- 
tical fields, in industrial and financial fields. He then goes on to great prayers of 
history, the Saints at prayer, great prayers of Protestant, Catholic and Jewish faiths, 
prayers from the Bible and literature, prayers of the Church year, and finally prayers 
for special intentions. Those in doubt, those in need, those in sorrow will find help 
here. The brief biographical notes and commentaries provide backgrounds of interest. 


(10/20. LC:58-13856) 


Gordon, Arthur Prentice-Hall 
NORMAN VINCENT PEALE, MINISTER TO MILLIONS $h 695 


There is little doubt that many of the "millions" to whom Dr. Peale has minis- 
tered in the past ten years or so, whether by live preaching, television, or the printed 
word, will be glad to read this biography of him by Arthur Gordon. It bears witness to 
the success of the gospel he has been proclaiming all this time, the power of positive 
thinking. As the author says more than once, here is Mr. Positive Thinking himself. It 
is an Horatio Alger type of book, in which the reader knows that the hero is bound to 
rise from the very beginning, and overcome every obstacle in his stride. The most serious 
threat to his spectacular ministry is what the author calls "The Rage of the Intellectuals” 
who tock (and take) Dr. Peale to task for subverting the true Christian Gospel with his 
emphasis on happiness and success, and the oft-repeated technique by which he seems to 
imply that God .can be brought into line by the successful manipulator. He was (and is) 
charged with being the high priest of the peace-of-mind cult. This disturbed him greatly, 
so that he wrote out his resignation from his Church in order to pursue his wider ministry 
without the risk of bringing the Church into disrepute. But a message from his dying 
father, who sensed his disturbance, stopped that self-indulgent foolishness. "Tell Norman 
I said they (his critics) were just a bunch of jackasses, and pay them no heed, just put 
his trust in Jesus Christ, and never quit." So he has not quit, and his friends and 
followers will applaud his decision when they read about it. But the "jackasses" will 
without doubt bray all the louder. (Publ. LC:58-12690) 





